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	Curriculum

Theater Arts
Grades 9 - 12

	Unit Title:
	All The World Is A Stage

	Time Frame:
	4 Semesters

	Big Idea
	Concepts and principles function independently in the Theatre. Although they are taught and learned in Isolation, they are integrated in the format of dramatic play.

	Emphasis:
	Students will become familiar with practices in creativity, dramatics, performance, writing, technical theatre and pre and post production methods

	
	These courses involve units and lessons related to skill building activities and unpacks the mechanisms necessary for a well round education in theatre arts.

	Unit Essential Question(s):
· Why is theatre arts important to society?
· Where did theatre begin?
· Does theatre influence society or does society influence theatre?
· What is an actor?
· How does the set, lights, costumes and props enhance the story and the characters?

· What are the basic elements of writing a screenplay or play?

	Unit Enduring Understanding(s):
· Enhancing perception, interpretation and performance

· Understanding heritage and tradition

· Understanding influences of theatre, film, television and technology

· Reflecting and evaluating personal work and the works of others.

· The Elements of Theatrical Design



	Learning Targets

	Learning Outcomes (NYSLSA):  
STANDARD 1 – CREATING – Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work
TH:Cr1.1c.HS1 - TH:Cr2.1a.HS1- TH:Cr1.1c.HS111-TH:Cr2.1b.HS111 - TH:Cr3.1b.HS11 - TH:Cr3.1b.HS111
STANDARD 2 – PERFORMING – Realizing artistic ideas and work through interpretation and presentation
TH:Pr4.1a.HS1 - TH:Pr4.1b.HS1 - TH:Pr4.1a.HS11 – TH:Pr4.1b.HS11  - TH:Pr4.1b.HS111 - TH:Pr5.1a.HS111
STANDARD 3 – RESPONDING – Understanding and conveying how the arts convey meaning
TH:Re7.1a.HS1 - TH:Re7.1a.HS11 - TH:Re7.1a.HS111 - TH:Re7.1b.HS11 - TH:Re7.1b.HS111 – TH;Re9.1c.HS11
STANDARD 4 – CONNECTING – Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meeting and external context.
TH:Cn10.1HS1 - TH:Cn10.1.HS11 – TH:Cn10.1.HS11

	Essential Skill Outcomes:
                                           SWBAT:

· Use various Acting techniques to analyze a script, develop and generate ideas about a character. Write and develop a screenplay and or short play for the stage.  (Creating)
· Shape character choices by using/creating the back story (Performing)
· Analyze the influence of personal experience in the theatrical work and discuss. Analyze and evaluate self-works and peer works (Responding)
· Research how theatre artists apply creative processes to tell stories. Design sets that accentuate a dramatic work or musical (Connecting)
                              I CAN STATEMENTS
· I can discuss, practice and utilize various Acting Technique exercises. (Stanislovski, Hagen and Meisner Techniques)
· I can perform a character utilizing personal experiences that are similar to the character I am portraying
· I can create a performance that is authentic
· I can observe and critique my classmate’s theatrical works of art.
· I can design a set for a dramatic or musical work

· I can write a short story with 2 or more characters depicting conflict, rising action, conclusion

	Instructional Strategies and Resources:                                         
	

	Key Learning Activities: SWBAT:
· (Condition) Utilize knowledge obtained from teacher and individual research on Theatre History, Acting, Screen/Playwriting, Set Design

· (Behavior) Identify, acknowledge, discuss, implement technique

· (Criteria) Classroom rehearsal and presentation


	Differentiated instruction: 

Lessons will be modified to fit individual student’s needs. Class discussion, Q&A, Youtube Clips, textbook sources, note taking will all take place to ensure that all students receive well rounded and through lessons
Special Needs:
Teacher will use side coaching to prompt student.


	Assessment Plan / Student Performance

	Performance Assessment (GRASPS):

Goal:  To become well versed in different aspects of theatre arts
Role: A member of a theatrical troupe
Audience:  Fellow classmates, teacher
Scenario:   Members of the troupe will prepare published and original works of art for the classroom. They will re-imagine sets, character depictions and storylines.
Product/Process/Performance:  Method acting technique/Authenticity in acting/Monologue and/or scene
Basic: Participates in discussions lead by instructor
Proficient: Participates in discussion and performs basic acting techniques, writing exercises and set ideas with some assistance from instructor.
Advanced Proficient: Participates in discussions, writes original works of art, design sets for either original works or pre-published works of art, develops and performs characters with very little guidance from instructor.
Pacing: 
Acting & Theatre Arts History (Course One)
Students explore dramatizations and scenes from a variety of historical periods and cultures, understanding the impact of society on theatre and theatre on society.

Learners study principles of acting and begin to understand theatrical conventions dealing with time and setting. Through informal class presentations, students begin to see the interdependence of all theatrical elements. Students learn essential skills, techniques and a process of script analysis to create believable characters. Then they add techniques in diction and body movements to develop characterizations further.
Semester One

Week 1: Introduction to Theatre Arts

Week 2-5: The History of Theatre Arts
Week 6: What is Acting?/The Concept
Week 7- 8: Uta Hagen - Creating Character/Identity/Substitution/Emotional Memory
Week 9: Introduction to Various Acting/ Sense Memory/The Five Senses/Thinking
Week 10: Walking and Talking/Improvisation/Reality
Semester Two

Week 1: The Basic Object Exercise
Week 2: Three Entrances
Week 3: Immediacy
Week 4: The Fourth Wall
Week 5: Endowment
Week 6: Talking to Yourself
Week 7: Outdoors
Week 8: Conditioning Forces
Week 9: History
Week 10: Character Action
Semester Three

Week 1: The Sanford Meisner Approach - First Contact with the Play
Week 2: The Character
Week 3: Circumstances
Week 4: Relationships
Week 5: The Objective
Week 6: The Obstacle
Week 7: The Action
Week 8: The Rehearsal
Week 9: Practical Problems
Week 10: Communication
Semester Four
Week 1: The Nursery Rhyme Exercise
Week 2: The Scene
Week 3: The Play
Week 4: Approaching the Script
Week 5: The Key Phrase
Week 6: The Key Fact
Week 7: Taking the Part
Week 8: Taking Action
Week 9: The Spine Phrase
Week 10: Doing
Screen/Playwriting & Theatre Arts History (Course Two)
The student improvises writes and rewrites monologues, scenes and vignettes to convey predetermined intent and meaning.
Semester One
Week 1: Introduction to Theatre Arts

Week 2-5: The History of Theatre Arts
Week 6: What is Acting?
Week 7- 8: Creating Character
Week 9: 3 and 5 Point Structure in writing a Screenplay/Play
Week 10: Review (Test)
Semester Two

Week 1: The Primary Goal of the screenwriter
Week 2: How to write a screenplay
Week 3: The Four Stages of Any Screenplay
Week 4: Brainstorming
Week 5: Editing
Week 6: Writer’s Block
Week 7: Story Structure
Week 8: Writing an Outline
Week 9: Character Creation
Week 10: Dialogue Writing
Semester Three

Week 1: Action Line Writing 
Week 2: Immersive Storytelling
Week 3: Character Arcs, the Lifeblood of Your Story
Week 4: Character Driven Scenes
Week 5 – 10: Show Bible
Semester Four
Week 1- 5: Write Your Screenplay
Week 6 – 8: Revise Your Screenplay
Week 9 – 10:  Pitching your Screenplay 1
Set Design (Course Three)
Students will acquire the attitudes knowledge and skills necessary for participation in technical design.
Semester One
Week 1: Introduction to Theatre Arts

Week 2-5: The History of Theatre Arts
Week 6: What is A Set?

Week 7- 8: Enhancing the Story with Set

Week 9: Choose a play to Design Set
Week 10: Review (Test)

Semester Two

Week 1: Script Analysis for Designers
Week 2: The Objectives of Theatrical Design
Week 3: Researching the Design
Week 4: Collaboration
Week 5: Design Elements
Week 6: Design Principles and Visual Composition
Week 7: Scenic Design
Week 8: Costume Design
Week 9: Lighting Design
Week 10: Props
Semester Three

Week 1- 8: Designing for a Drama
Week 9: Design Revision

Week 10: Project Presentation
Semester Four
Week 1- 8: Designing for a Musical
Week 9: Design Revision
Week 10: Project Presentation

	Other Evidence:

Pre-Assessment: 
· Teacher lead discussion on topic to ascertain student knowledge of subject.

· Observation of student performance tasks.
· Teacher will ascertain student knowledge and engagement through whole and small group discussion and Q&A
Post-Assessment: 
· Performance Participation, Writing Short Stories and Plays, Set Design)
· Rubrics for Acting, writing, Set Design

· 1 Quiz per week

· 1 Test Per Marking Period
Main Textbook(s) used
· Respect for Acting by Uta Hagen

· The Sanford Meisner Approach by Larry Silverberg

Main Textbook used
Writing Screenplays That Sell by Michael Hauge

Main Textbook used

Fundamentals of Theatrical Design by Melissa Schafer



	Other Resource
Textbooks:                                                                                               Internet:                                                            Dramatic Works:

Introduction to Theatre Arts                                                     Websites                                                               Plays

Theatre As Human Action                                                               Social media                                                      Musicals  

Acting A to Z                                                                                            Films                                                                       


	
	

	Critical Vocabulary:
Actor                        Method
Audience                 Creativity
Antagonist            Imagination
Analysis                  Story
Character
Protagonist

	Proficiencies: 
Basic Public Speaking Skills

Identifying elements of Theatre Genres
Basic Knowledge of physical theater


	Portfolio Requirements:
Performance Rubrics
Teacher/Student Evaluations
Critique and Methodology:
Comparing and contrasting theatre/acting styles
Monologues/Scenes
Documentation – Journals/Note Taking

	Integration of 21st Century Themes:
Critical Thinking

Problem Solving

Creativity & Innovation
Communication

Designing by visualization

Assuming roles of characters

Group Interacting

Improvisation


	Interdisciplinary Connections:
Creative Movement, Speech, Spatial Awareness

Career Connections: 

Actor, Director, Producer, Teacher, Historian, Writer
Other Content Areas:   
Reading, Writing, Math, Social Studies, History


	Integration of 21st Century Themes:

9.1A Critical Thinking & Problem Solving

9.1B Creativity & Innovation

9.1C Collaboration & Teamwork

9.1D Cross Cultural Understanding

9.1F Accountability
9.3A Career Awareness

9.3B Career Exploration

9.3C Career Preparation
9.4C (2) Journalism & Broadcasting

9.4.C(4) Performing Arts


	Interdisciplinary Connections:

Career Connections:  
Actor, Director, Producer, Teacher, Writer, Set Designer, Salesperson

 
	  Other Content Areas:

Reading                     Math

Writing                     Visual Art 

Social Studies         


